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AN  ADDRESS,  &c. 


At  a time  fo  pregnant  with  calamity  as  the 
prefent,  any  attempt,  however  feeble,  to 
avert  the  impending  danger,  can  fcarcely  need 
an  apology.  At  fuch  a time,  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  good  citizen  to  ufe  his  beft  exertions 
to  lave  his  country  $ and  it  is  not  to  weak  ef- 
fort, but  to  carelefs  and  defponding  inactivity, 
that  blame  juftly  attaches. 

It  may  indeed  be  thought  by  fome,  that 
argument  and  exhortation  come  now  too  late ; 
that  the  idea  of  tranquillizing  this  country  by 
fuch  means,  is  a vain  expectation ; that  the 
laft  refource,  the  appeal  to  arms,  mult  now 
be  tried ; and  that  it  is  but  walte  of  time  to 
write,  when  all  parties  are  preparing  for  the 
combat.  If  this  be  the  real  ftate  of  the  ge- 
neral fentiment,  I am  forry  for  it.  I will  not 
however  haitily  adopt  the  opinion.  I am  a 
fincere  and  ardent  lover  of  peace  : I abhor 

all  violent  contefts  between  countrymen  : and 
I will  ftill  indulge  the  flattering  hope,  that 
our  unfortunate  aifientions  may  be  terminated 
without  the  aid  of  any  weapon  more  formi- 
dable than  the  pen. 
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When  I fee  this  country  in  danger  of  being 
plunged  into  all  the  countlefs  miferies  of  civil 
war — a war,  in  which,  whatever  be  the  blue, 
the  blood  of  its  beft  inhabitants  mull  proba- 
bly flow,  I cannot  help  paufing  a while,  and 
ferioufly  afking  this  important  queftion — Who 
are  the  parties  in  this  ruinous  conteft,  and 
what  is  the  fource  of  their  quarrel  ? It  is 
material  to  afcertain,  whether  the  Irifli  people, 
the  moderate,  independent,  valuable  part  of 
the  Xrifh  people,  be  really  interefted  in  the 
fuccefs  of  the  one  fide  or  the  other  : Whether 
die  principles  and  views  of  both  parties  are 
not  alike  adverfe  to  the  general  intereft : and 
whether  there  may  not  yet  be  found  a party 
in  the  country,  more  refpedtable  than  either, 
and  able,  if  it  be  willing,  to  control  both. 

Who  are  the  parties  in  this  conteft  ?— To 
me  they  appear  to  be  thefe  following : 

On  one  fide  we  fee  the  Englifh  Minifter, 
and  his  deputies  in  this  country,  determined 
to  uphold,  by  all  means,  even  the  moil  def- 
perate,  that  infidious  influence,  which  they 
have  fubftituted  inftead  of  the  open,  undif- 
guifed  authority  which  they  were  compelled 
reluctantly  to  relinquifh.  With  them  are 
leagued  all  thofe,  their  natural  allies  in  this 
country,  who  fupport,  becaufe  they  are  fup- 
ported  by,  their  power.  Proprietors  of  bo- 
roughs, whofe  opprobrious  traftick  of  the  na- 
tional reprefentation  can  exift  only  with  the 
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facrifice  of  national  independence.  T!  iC  ir  long 
train  of  dependents  : the  needy  and  obfe- 

quious  followers  of  every  minifler.  All  who 
fuck  in,  thro*  its  remote#  or  minute#  chan- 
nels, the  foul  ftream  of  corruption — ' Thefe  are 
all  ranged  on  one  fide.  They  are  making 
ready  for  batde.  They  willingly  appeal  to 
the  fword,  becaufe  they  would  be  defeated  in 
an  appeal  to  reafon. — But  are  thefe  the  Irifh 
people  ? — Is  the  caufe  of  fuch  men  their 
caufe  ? 

Oppofed  to  thefe,  fpeaking  merely  with 
relation  to  the  prefent  conteft,  are  principally 
the  Society  of  United  Irifhmen.  The  name 
is  an  honourable  one  : — It  ought  to  be  an  uni- 
verfal  one : — But  it  is  faid  to  have  been  made 
the  bond  of  a bafe  and  traitorous  union, — 
Having  no  other  means  of  informing  myfelf 
concerning  the  conftitution  or  the  objeCt  of 
this  Society,  I muft  take  the  defcription  given 
of  it  by  admini fixation.  That  defcription  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  confidered  as  too  favourable, 
which  is  drawn  by  their  enemies.  It  is  faid 
then  to  be  a combination  of  reftlefs,  ungo- 
vernable fpirits  in  this  country,  who  aim  at 
the  entire  fubverfion  of  focial  order  and  hap- 
pinefs,  and  the  introduction  of  a fyftem  of 
violence,  confufion  and  rapine  ; who  medi- 
tate the  pillage  of  property,  and^the  maffacre 
of  its  owners,  as  the  means  of  accomplifhing 
their  defigns ; and  who  avail  themfelves  of 

certain 
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certain  popular  pretexts,  to  cover  their  re&i 
purpofes,  and  to  attract  adherents.  Thefe,  too, 
if  their  numbers  be  fufficient  to  infpire  conii- 
dence,  may  be  keen  for  the  work  of  (laughter, 
and  willing  to  try  the  iffue  of  battle ; for  fuch 
means  are  fuited  to  the  intemperance  of  their 
projects — but  neither  in  thefe  can  we  difeern 
the  Irifh  people  ; the  humane,  the  juft,  the 
generous  body  of  the  people. 

Such  feem  to  me  to  be  the  real  parties  in  a 
conteft,  the  fource  and  progrefs  of  which  are 
next  to  be  conlidered. 

In  examining  what  have  been  the  provoca-r 
tions  which  have  given  birth  to  the  fpirit  of 
refiftance  and  in  fur  rediion  now  prevailing  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  candour,  I think, 
requires,  that  we  (hould  lay  out  of  the  cafe, 
as  not  fairly  applicable  to  this  point,  the  rigo- 
rous meafures  adopted  by  government,  which 
for  fome  time  paft  have  fucceeded  each  other 
in  a long  and  difmal  train — the  infurredtion 
bill,  the  fufpenlion  bill,  the  proclamations, 
and  others  of  a like  nature.  Thefe  cannot 
properly  be  numbered  among  the  fources  of 
difeontent,  which  are  in  truth  the  barriers 
eredted  by  government  to  reftrain  its  progrefs. 
And  however  ill  calculated  they  may  have  been 
to  anfwer  the  propofed  end ; however  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  once-loved  principles  of  the 
Britidh  conftitution  ; or  however  ftrange  it 
may  appear,  that  fuch  meafures  could  poffibly 
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be  thought  expedient  in  a country  calling  itfelf 
free  ; it  would  ftill  be  unfair  to  reprefent  them 
as  the  caufes  of  thofe  evils,  which  certainly 
exifted,  and  had  rifen  to  a very  alarming 
height,  before  they  were  recurred  to.  But 
when  thefe  conceflions  have  been  made  to  ad- 
miniftration,  will  no  ground  for  deferved  re- 
proach be  difcernible  in  their  condud:  ? Will 
there  not,  on  the  contrary,  be  ftill  enough 
imputable  to  them,  to  raife  difguft  in  the  minds 
of  the  moft  moderate  ? Enough  to  juftify  loud 
complaint,  and  every  legal,  peaceable  exertion 
on  the  part  of  the  people  ? 

Scarce  had  the  recognition  of  national  inde- 
pendence been  conceded  to  the  firm  demand 
of  an  armed  nation,  when  it  became  obvious 
that  the  people  gained  little  by  their  victory, 
fo  long  as  their  fentiments,  owing  to  the  de- 
fective ftate  of  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  pofleflfed  hardly  any  weight  in  the 
legiflature.  They  had  compelled  Britifh  pow- 
er to  renounce  the  open  exercife  of  its  aflumed 
dominion ; but  the  fame  power,  returning  in 
* a difguifed  and  evafive  form.  Aided  into  all  the 
departments  of  government,  and  fecretly  in- 
fluencing all  its  operations,  left  to  the  people 
nothing  but  the  proud  name  of  independence. 
This  influence,  the  influence  of  the  Englifli 
minifter,  was  fupported  by  means,  no  lefs  of- 
ten five  and  unconftitutional,  than  the  influence 
itfelf ; by  the  moft  open  and  wide-fpread  cor- 
ruption 


( 3 ) 

ruption,  and  the  vileft  traffick  of  places  and 
dignities  ; accompanied  too  by  the  fliameiefs 
and  daring  avowal,  that  thefe  were  the  acknow- 
ledged, ordinary  and  juftifiable  means  of  Irifh 
government.  This  influence  became  at  iafl:  fo 
firmly  eftablilhed,  that  it  fcorned  no  longer 
concealment,  and  feemed  to  glory  in  opportu- 
nities of  difplaying  its  full  enormity,  when  we 
faw  meafures  demanded  by  the  eager  voice  of 
the  people,  fcornfully  rejected  by  the  legisla- 
ture, and  foon  after  adopted  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  minifter. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  people 
would  tamely  acquiefce  in  being  thus  deluued. 
Their  expectations  had  been  great,  and  their 
difappointment  confequently  was  fevei  e.  They 
had  been  told  by  thole,  who  yielded  to  their 
demand  of  independence,  that  they  had  made  « 
a great  and  glorious  acquifition  ; and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  which  they  had  been  taught 
to  fet  on  the  gift,  was  their  indignation  at  find- 
ing themfelves  treacheroufly  and  furreptitioufiy 
bereaved  of  it.  Great  and  general  difcontent 
was  the  necefiary  confequence  : And  the  mea- 
fures taken  to  eradicate  that  difcontent,  made 
it  ftrike  its  roots  the  deeper,  and  grow  more 
menacing  and  dangerous.  Numerous  attempts 
had  been  made  to  procure  in  a peaceable  man- 
ner, theredrefs  of  what  were  juttly  confidered 
grievances.  Meetings  of  delegates  from  the 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  called  conven- 
tions 
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tions'or  congfeffes,  were  held  to  procure  par- 
liamentary Reform.  The  Catholic  body,  la- 
bouring under  peculiar  reftridtions,  alike  inju- 
rious and  difgtaceful  to  them  and  the  whole 
nation,  adopted  fimilar  means  to  procure  their 
emancipation.  Though  thefe  meetings  were 
iit  general  attended  with  but  little  fuccefs,  yet 
that  little  was  1 efficient  to  alarm  the  monopo- 
lizers of  the  coniiitution,  who  forefaw  in  the 
union  and  co-operation  of  the  whole  people, 
the  inevitable,  though  perhaps  flow,  decay  of 
their  power  and  influence.  Terrified  into 
fe verity,  but  not  warned  into  Reform,  admi- 
niftration  feemed  to  place  their  chief  fecurity 
in  the  prevention  of  national  union.  They 
had,  with  this  view,  tampered  and  played 
fucceffively  with  the  feelings  and  paffions  of 
the  various  religious  fedts  in  the  country  ; and 
when  this  couid  no  longer  be  pradtifed  with 
any  fuccefs — finally  appeared  the  convention 
bill,  that  famous  projedt  for  dividing  the  popu- 
lar ftrength,  when  it  was  no  longer  poffible  to 
divide  the  popular  fentiment.  Alas ! how 
miferably  has  the  expedient  difappointed  its 
projectors ! Union  was  not  diflolved  by  it, 
but  fpread  and  cemented  in  a form  ten-fold 
more  dangerous.  The  people,  prevented  from 
combining  openly,  have  confpired  fecretly, 
and  have  organized  a fyftem  in  the  dark,  which 
they  had  never  imagined,  had  they  been 
allowed  to  concert  their  rneafures  in  the  open 

light 
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light  of  day.  For  a time,  a calm  and  fallen 
filence  enfued ; but  it  lafted  not  long.  Fre- 
quent flight  eruptions  foon  gave  figns  of 
internal  heat  and  agitation. — The  fears  of  ad- 
miniftration  increafe.  New  expedients  are 
reforted  to,  but  of  a fimilar  nature,  and  attended 
with  fimilar  fuccefs.  Endeavouring  to  Another 
the  burfting  flame,  they  have  heaped  on  it 
materials  which  have  ferved  only  to  feed  its 
fury. 

It  is  far  from  my  intention  in  what  I have 
faid,  to  intimate,  that  the  abufes  in  our  go- 
vernment, great  as  they  may  well  be  thought, 
are  yet  great  enough  to  juftify  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  people  to  correct  them  by  force. 
It  is  as  repugnant  to  my  difpofition,  as  I am 
fore  it  is  inconfifient  with  the  happinefs  of 
mankind,  to  recur  to  that  lafl:  defperate  re- 
medy of  an  oppreffed  people,  ’till  the  condi- 
tion of  lociety  become  far  more  deplorable 
and  hopelefs,  than  it  can  poflibly  appear  to  be 
in  this  country.  I think  there  are  few  fixa- 
tions fo  intolerable,  in  which  a good  man  will 
not  prefer  the  patient  progrefs  of  reafon,  which 
if  it  move  flowly  to  its  end,  hazards  nothing 
in  the  attainment  of  it,  to  the  rafti  efforts  of 
force,  which,  while  it  hurries  precipitately  to 
its  objefl,  at  the  fame  time  hazards  every  thing. 
But  I think  it  very  unwife  in  government  to 
perfiit  in  irritating  the  people  when  purfuing 
a reafonable  ohjed,  ’till  the  duty  of  fubmif- 
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fion  may  become  a queftion  of  nice  and  fubtle 
cafuiflry.  When  the  moral  feelings  are  at 
variance  on  this  important  queftion,  men  of 
honeft  hearts  will  come  to  different  conclufions, 
according  to  their  particular  habits  or  natural 
temperament.  Treafon  ought  never  to  be 
equivocal  in  its  nature.  Its  enormity  ought 
to  be  clear  to  every  understanding.  Frightful  ,p 
furely  muft  he  the  ftate  of  a country,  when  it 
becomes  doubtful  whether  to  coniider  it  a vir- 
tue or  a crime  ! 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  afcertain  who 
the  parties  are,  by  the  violence  of  whofe  con- 
tention this  idand  is  Shaken  to  its  foundation, 
and  what  is  the  real  caufe  and  {late  of  the 
conteft  ; I look  around  to  try,  if  at  this  peri- 
lous moment,  fome  hope  of  fafety  may  not 
prefent  itfelf,  in  the  wife,  firm  and  dignified 
conduct  of  the  reft  of  the  nation.  How  much 
now  depends  on  the  timely  exertions  of  the 
great  and  refpedtable  body  of  the  IriSh  people  ! 
Why  come  you  not  forward,  all  you  virtuous 
and  independent  citizens,  who  feel  for  the 
honour,  peace  and  liberty  of  your  country  ? 

All  perfons  of  property,  of  whatfoever  defcrip- 
tion,  proprietors  of  land,  rich  merchants,  ho- 
neft and  induftrious  men  in  every  profeflion 
and  walk  of  life,  will  you  remain  fiient  and 
inadlive,  when  your  deareft  interefts  are  at 
flake  ? Will  you  be  the  thoughtlefs,  patient, 
unrefifting  victims  of  two  enraged  parties. 
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who  while  they  are  bent  on  the  purfuit  of  their 
own  defperate  purpofes,  would  facrifice  you  in 
their  deadly  ftrife  ? Or  will  you  interpofe 
with  that  manly  fp  rit  which  becomes  you,  and 
that  weight  which  your  iituation  gives  you,  to 
check  them  in  their  intemperate  and  blind 
career,  and  fave  yourfelves,  and  fave  your 
country  ? 

I would  afk  all  you  whom  I am  addreffing, 
whether  you  are  not  convinced  that  the  cala- 
mities which  feem  faft  approaching,  might  yet 
be  averted,  and  the  diforders  of  the  country 
healed,  without  any  very  violent  remedy,  if  our 
government,  moderating  that  tone  of  obftinate 
haughtinefs,  which  will  hear  of  no  compro- 
mife,  would  condefcend  to  make  thofe  concef- 
ficns  to  the  people,  which  the  acknowledged 
abufes  of  the  confutation  juftify  them  in 
demanding?  Can  any  unbiafted  man,  ac- 
quainted with  the  general  fentiinents  of  the 
nation,  entertain  a doubt,  that  the  immediate 
adoption  of  a wife,  temperate  and  liberal  plan 
of  reform,  together  with  the  entire  repeal  of 
the  laws  affedting  the  Roman  Catholics,  would 
not  occafion  almoft  univerfal  contentment,  and 
attach  the  great  mafs  of  the  community  to  the 
defence  of  the  government  and  conftitution  ? 
In  vain  it  is  urged  by  men,  who,  becaufe  they 
hate  thefe  meafures,  would  willingly  leflen 
their  importance,  that  they  would  produce  but 
little  fadsfadtion,  and  that  the  objedts  of  the 

difaftedted 


difaffedted  are  widely  different.  I do  not  deny 
that  there  may  be  in  the  country  fome  hot- 
headed fpeculators,  who  probably  fet  little 
value  on  temperate,  conftitutional  reform  ; but 
I am  fully  convinced  that  fuc!\a  reform  would 
leave  them  very  few  adherents,  and  reduce 
them  to  a party,  weak,  infignificant,  and  in- 
capable of  any  dangerous  enterprize.  Look 
to  the  fentiments  of  adminiftration  themfelves, 
as  given  in  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee. 
They  allow  that  Catholic  emancipation  and 
Parliamentary  Pveform  were  the  oftenfible  ob- 
jects held  forth  by  the  authors  of  the  fociety 
cf  United  I riffs  men,  at  its  original  formation, 
to  avoid  alarming:  the  feelings  of  thofe  who 
were  not  prepared  to  go  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  dangerous  and  traitorous  defigns.  They 
further  admit  a belief  that  the  degrees  of  cri- 
minality in  the  individuals  who  compofe  the 
confpiracy,  are  very  different,  as  it  appears  to 
be  a principle  with  the  authors  of  this  inftitu- 
tion  to  cloak  their  real defign under  falfe  colours. 
Can  we  delire  a ftronger  proof  of  the  warm 
attachment  of  the  people  to  thefe  meafures, 
than  that  the  leaders  of  a wicked  confpiracy, 
fuch  as  that  difclofed  in  the  report,  have  been 
enabled  by  holding  them  forth  as  their  oftenfi- 
ble objects,  to  organize  a force  fo  formidable, 
as  almoft  to  brave  the  ftrength  of  the  eftablifh- 
ed  government  ? And  when  we  are  informed 
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cloak  their  real  defign  under  falfe  colours,  and 
that  the  degrees  of  criminality  in  the  individu- 
als who  compote  it  are  very  different,  are  we 
not  led  to  infer,  that,  as  the  people  in  general 
are  ardently  delirous  of  thofe  meafures,  fo  are 
they  averfe  to  any  more  violent : And  thus  we 
may  colledt  with  tolerable  certainty  the  real 
ftate  of  the  public  fentiment.— Some  intempe- 
rate men  there  may  be,  who  look  with  fcorn 
on  conciliatory  and  moderate  meafures ; but 
the  great  majority  of  the  people  look  to  thefe 
with  eagernefs,  and  look  to  nothing  beyond 
them. 

If  then  no  more  be  neceffary  to  reflore  peace 
to  the  country,  than  fuch  a prudent,  mild  and 
truly  conftitutional  reform,  fhall  it  be  withheld 
on  fuch  wretched  pretences,  as  the  inconveni- 
ence of  the  time,  or  the  dignity  of  parliament  ? 
If  it  be — I again  afk  my  independent  country- 
men, is  this  quarrel  theirs  ? Is  it  to  prefer ve  any 
thing  dear  and  valuable  to  them  ? Is  it  for  their 
honour,  their  intereft  ? — Is  it  to  guard  their 
ancient  and  facred  rights  that  the  fword  is  now 
to  be  drawn  ? • Or  is  it  indeed  to  protedt,  fe- 
cure  from  rude  innovation,  thofe  abufes  from 
which  a few  among  us  derive  their  power  and 
their  profit  ? Has  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as 
it  is  now  conftituted,  fhewn  itfelf  fo  faithful  a 
reprefentative  of  the  Irifh  nation,  that  we  are 
to  be  driven  into  an  odious  conteft,  rather  than 
admit  of  any  alteration  in  its  form  or  mode  of 

election  ? 
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election  ? What  are  its  extraordinary  merits  ? 
It  may  boaft,  perhaps,  of  fome  meafures  gra- 
tifying to  the  general  wifh,  which  within  thefe 
few  years  paft  have  had  the  form  of  its  fanftion. 
But  is  it  to  the  public  fpirit  of  that  Houfe  ? 
Is  it  not  rather  to  the  alarm  of  the  Englifh  go- 
vernment, awed  into  conceffion  by  the  frowns 
of  an  indignant  people,  that  we  owe  any  fuch 
meafures  ? Seldom  has  the  voice  of  the  nation 
fpoken  in  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  'till  it  has  made  its  way  there  cir- 
cuitoufly  through  the  fears  of  the  minifter. 
In  all  countries,  whatever  be  their  form  of 
government,  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  great 
mafs  of  the  people  muil  induce  their  rulers  to 
pay  fome  attention  to  their  remonftrances,  when 
they  become  loud  and  threatening  : And  little 

does  it  avail  a nation  to  have  the  name  of  a 
reprefentative  legiflature,  unlefs  care  be  taken 
that  it  become  not  the  fervile  expenfive  inftru- 
ment  of  the  Executive  Power. 

Whence  then  does  it  happen,  that  all  that 
numerous  clafs  of  perfons  who  have  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  themfelves  and  their  country 
lincerely  at  heart,  do  not  ftep  forward  at  this 
critical  moment,  and  loudly  and  urgently  call 
for  the  adoption  of  a meafure  on  which  the 
continuance  of  both  depends  ? Their  back- 
wardnefs,  I fhould  fuppofe,  is  owing  to  the 
very  excefs  of  their  anxiety — to  that  fcrupulous 
and  trembling  caution,  which  in  times  like  the 

prefent 
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prefent,  when  difficulties  appear  on  every  fide, 
deters  many  good  men  from  adopting  a vigo- 
rous and  deciiive  condudl,  left  it  might  poffibly 
lead  to  confequences  different  from  the'r  in- 
tentions. They  dread  left  they  might  inflame, 
where  their  with  was  to  tranquillize.  This 
fentiment  feems  to  have  its  principal  weight 
among  country  gentlemen,  who,  from  their 
fituation,  are  moft  expofed  to  popular  outrage: 
For  this  reafon,  alfo,  I can  eaffiy  forefee,  that 
fhould  this  publication  meet  with  any  notice, 
it  will  incur  the  heavy  cenfure  of  many,  whofe 
approbation,  next  to  that  of  my  own  confid- 
ence, I moil  value.  Satisfied,  however,  with 
the  purity  of  my  motives,  though  this  fear  may 
mortify,  it  mull  not  deter  me. — My  own  near-, 
eft  and  deareft  friends  are  at  this  moment 
expofed  to  the  attacks  of  the  licentious  popu- 
lace, and  furely  I feel  too  melancholy  a fenfe 
of  their  danger,  not  to  look  with  horror  on 
the  barbarous  rage  which  threatens  them.  I 
can  with  the  trueft  fincerity  aver,  that  if  in 
the  black  hoft  of  calamities  which  gathers 
round  us,  there  be  one,  which  above  all  the 
reft  confirms  me  in  the  fentiments  I advance, 
it  is  the  alarming  and  truly  fhocking  fituation 
of  the  refpeftable  inhabitants  in  many  of  the 
country  parts  of  this  kingdom.  It  is  becaufe 
there  appears  to  me  too  fufficient  evidence, 
that  their  peace,  their  fafety,  their  lives,  a're 
of  lefs  importance  in  the  eyes  of  adminiftration, 

than 
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than  the  fmalled  portion  of  power  and  influ- 
ence, that  I would  perfuade  them  to  fhake  off 
the  guidance  of  that  admin idration.  When 
our  prefent  miniders  triumphed  in  removing 
a popular  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  in  mocking 
the  high-raifed  hopes  of  the  community,  they 
were  warned  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by 
fome  of  its  mod  didlnguifhed  members,  of  the 
fatal  confequences  that  would  enlue  from  their 
conduct : Warnings,  however,  had  no  effedt 

on  them.  They  periided ; and  the  confequen- 
cespredidted  have  followed.— I am,  therefore, 
convinced  that  the  greated  danger  of  the  coun- 
try gentlemen  arifes  from  their  fupport  of  thefe 
miniders,  and  that  their  fafety  will  beft  be 
enfured  by  an  immediate  abandonment  of  them, 
and  the  fyftem  they  are  purfiling.  Whence  is 
it,  I afk,  that  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the 
country  are  left  a prey  to  violence  and  rapine  ? 
Why  do  we  daily  hear  of  riots,  maffacres,  and 
other  atrocities  committed  without  number  ? 
And  why  is  it  fo  difficult  to  reprefs  thefe 
offences,  and  to  puniffi  the  guilty  ? It  is,  I 
would  anfwer,  becaufe  the  abufes  in  the  con- 
ftitution  have  eftranged  from  it  the  affedrions 
of  the  people  ; becaufe  the  laws  have  loit  their 
firmed  fupport — that  general  attachment  which 
bed  guards  them  from  violation,  and  while 
they  are  hated  by  the  multitude,  are  languid- 
ly enforced  by  the  few  • and  finally,  becaule 
that  clafs  of  men,  which,  from  its  rank  in  the 
C community. 
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community,  ought  to  be  the  foremoft  to  en- 
counter and  correct  abufes  in  the  government, 
feems,  if  nQt  to  approve  of  and  defend  them, 
at  leaft  indolently  to  acquiefce  in  them.  Hence 
it  is,  that  while  the  influence  of  the  laws  is 
relaxed  and  weakened,  the  moft  fhocking 
crimes  are  committed  with  impunity,  or  check- 
ed only  by  fuch  means  as  are  fcarcely  lefs 
. fhocking.  Let  the  gentlemen  of  the  country 
then,  if  they  regard  their  dignity  or  their  fe~ 
curity,  feparate  their  caufe  from  that  of  admi- 
niftration.  Let  them  maintain  with  a becoming 
firmnefs,  their  own  commanding  ftation,  re- 
pelling, on  each  hand,  the  enemy  of  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity,  and  fave  the  nation,  as  well 
from  the  obftinacy  of  its  rulers,  as  the  violence 
of  the  multitude.  Let  them  take  the  rights  of 
the  people  under  their  protection.  Let  them 
fhew  that  they  prefer  Irilh  conftitution  to 
Britifh  influence ; the  wifhes  of  the  Irifh  peo- 
ple, to  thofe  of  the  Englifh  minifter.  It  is 
becaufe  they  to  whom  the  honourable  trufl:  of 
right  belongs,  have  ceafed  to  be  the  faithful, 
zealous  guardians  of  conftitutional  freedom, 
t#hat  others  have  intruded  themfelves  who  arc 
little  qualified  for  the  office  ; men  who  cannot 
diftinguifh  liberty  from  outrage ; the  reform  of 
abufe,  from  the  overthrow  of  fociety.  If  the 
gentlemen  of  property  in  the  country  do  not 
abandon  their  own  ftrong  pofition,  and  that 
conduft  which  muft  ever  infure  to  them  refpeCt 
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and  influence,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that 
they  can  want  power  to  repre-fs  the  diforders 
of  the  lower  clafles.  Mr.  Burke  defines  jaco- 
binifm  to  be  the  revolt  of  the  enterprifing 
talents  of  a country  againft  its  property  : And 
great  furely  muff  be  the  defeat  of  talents, 
energy  and  virtue,  where  they  ought  princi- 
pally to  abound,  if  the  property  of  a date  be 
unable  to  controul  and  guide  its  population. 

Having  thus  taken  on  themfelves  the  after- 
tion  of  the  public  claims,  and  by  their  firm 
and  united  remonftrances,  convinced  govern- 
ment of  the  neceflity  of  timely  and  juft  concef- 
lion,  with  how  commanding  a voice,  and  how 
powerful  an  efFedt  might  the  gentlemen  of  the 
country  then  call  on  the  difcontents  of  the 
people  to  ceafe.  You  have  no  longer  any 
pretence,  might  they  fay,  to  difturb  the  pub- 
lic peace  and  outrage  the  laws.  Whatever 
fair  and  reafonable  objedt  you  could  have  pro- 
pofed  to  obtain  by  violence,  our  interference 
has  accomplished  without  bloodfhed  or  injus- 
tice of  any  kind.  The  abufes  you  complained 
, cf  have  been  corrected  ; the  grievances  you 
laboured  under  have  been  redrefled.  The  con- 
fcientious  avowal  of  certain  religious  opinions 
is  no  longer  ftigmatized  b ’ political  degrada- 
tion. Two-thirds  of  the  Irifti  people  are  no 
longer  excluded  from  the  conftitution,  or,  ad- 
mitted to  its  entrance,  with  a jealous  and  dif- 
truftful  caution  kept  back  from  its  feats  of 
C 2 honour. 
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honour.  The  peaceable  expreffion  of  he 
national  will  through  its  legal,  and  conftitution- 
al  organ,  has  been  provided  for  by  a reform  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  broad,  liberal  and 
impartial  principles.  If  you  ftill  have  any 
complaints  to  make,  lay  them  before  your  re- 
prefentatives  ; who  will  attend  to  them,  in- 
veftigate  them,  and  fatisfy  them,  if  they  be 
reafonable.  What  then  remains,  but  that,  by 
a quiet  and  orderly  demeanour,  you  fhould 
ihew  yourl'elves  worthy  of  the  bleffings  you 
enjoy  ; and  by  fupporting  the  laws,  which 
equally  protect  the  life,  liberty,  induftry  and 
property  of  all,  vindicate  your  character  from 
the  ltain  of  being  affociated  in  a league  of 
plunder,  riot,  and  every  foul  crime. — Could 
they*  fuftained  by  fuch  arguments,  and  with 
fuch  claims  on  the  public  gratitude,  find  any 
difficulty  in  reftoring  tranquillity  ? Their  ex- 
ertions would  be  aided  by  every  honeft  man  in 
the  community : They  would  have  none  to 
Encounter  but  the  moll:  vile  and  profligate. 

Every  man  who  complains  of  the  overbear- 
ing influence'that  controuls  the  councils  of  this 
country,  or,  indeed,  whoever  objects  to  the 
defective  flate  of  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  is  charged  with  a wifh  to  break 
the  connection  with  England.  For  my  own 
part,  I entertain  no  fuch  wifh.  Were  the  ties 
which  unite  the  two  countries  at  this  moment 
diffolved,  I think  their  relative  fituation  to  each 
* other 
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other  and  to  Europe,  and  the  fupport  which 
they  are  fo  well  calculated  mutually  to  afford, 
would  make  it  their  intereft  to  enter  again  into 
a clofe  and  intimate  alliance.  The  fimilarity 
which  exifts  between  them,  in  all  the  moft 
Arising  national  features,  in  manners,  in  lan- 
guage, in  laws  and  conftitution,  muft  confi- 
derably  encreafe  this  attractive  tendency.  But 
I think  the  great  events  which  have  lately 
taken  place  in  this  part  of  the  world,  evince, 
above  all  other  conliderations,  the  importance 
of  our  union.  France,  at  all  times,  perhaps, 
the  moft  powerful  country  in  Europe,  is  now, 
by  fier  unexampled  exertions  in  this  difaftrous 
war,  infinitely  more  formidable  than  the  has 
been  at  any  former  period.  And  as  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  intereft  of  mankind,  that  any 
one  country  fhould  feel  itfelf  able  to  dicftate 
laws  to  its  neighbours,  or  infult  them  with 
impunity,  and  as  we  have  yet  no  reafon  to  be 
convinced  that  a republican  form  of  govern- 
ment affords  greater  fecurity  againft  this  danger 
than  a monarchical , the  cordial  and  animated 
co-operation  of  every  part  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire feems  more  than  ever  neceffary,  to  keep 
under  fome  check  the  ambitious  projects  which 
a power  fo  vaft  naturallv  gives  birth  to.  Such 
a co-operation  could  probably  in  no  way  be 
better  obtained,  than  by  our  prefent  union, 
under  a common  fovereign,  concentrating  in 
himfelf  the  force  of  all  his  dominions,  with 
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ddiiinet,  independent  legiflatures,  watchful  over 
their  feparate  interefts,  and  by  guarding  againlt 
encroachments  on  either  fide,  excluding  every 
ground  of  jealoufy..  Infuch  aunion,  thefe  coun- 
tries might  notmerely  acquiefce  from  neceffity. 
It  would  be  their  ftrength  and  their  boaft,  and 
the  hope  and  guardian  of  Europe.  It  is  not 
became  we  have  a Britifli  fovereign,  but  be- 
caufe  we  have  not  our  conftitutional  protec- 
tion, our  independent,  national,  legifialure, 
that  difcontent  prevails  : And  it  is  only  the 
mifchievous  policy  of  thofe  who  would  repre- 
fent  the  continuance  of  abufe,  as  effential  to 
the  continuance  of  the  connection,  which  ex- 
poles  that  connection  to  danger.  They  are 
not  its  enemies  who  would  detach  from  it 
every:  needlefs  incumbrance,  and  fix  it  on  the 
foundation  of  its  real  fubfiantial  utility, — but 
they  who  would  expofe  it  to  reproach  witnout 
oceafion,  they  who  would  convert  the  bend  of 
union  into  a yoke  of  fiavery,  eppreflive  and 
difgraceful  to  this  country. 

- Another  charge  connected  with  the  laft,  and 
urged  with  as  little  juftice  againft  the  advocates 
of  reform,  is  that  of  wifhing  to  fubvert  the 
monarchy,  and  introduce  a republican  govern- 
ment. I think  there  is  much  reafon  to  retort 
tliis  charge  alio,  and  accufe  the  uniform  oppo- 
fers  of  reform,  of  entertaining  fuch  a with. 
The  exiting  circumftances  may,  perhaps,  rea- 
fcnabl y create  an  alarm  for  the  fafety  of  the 

monarchy. 
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monarchy,  but  whether  the  prefent  plan  of 
defence  be  the  beft  calculated  for  its  protections 
feems  very  queftionable. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  an  inclination 
for  republican  forms  of  government,  is  becom- 
ing very  prevalent  among  a large  portion  of 
mankind : And  fhould  opinions  and  events 

proceed  for  any  length  of  time  in  the  fame 
train  as  at  prefent,  it  is  impoffible  to  forefee 
what  means  may  be  fufficient  tofave  anyantient 
eftablifhment  from  perishing  by  a fate  which 
threatens  them  all  in  common.  But  whence 
is  it  that  the  minds  of  men  have  received  this 
impreffion  ? The  glaring  abufes  which  ex- 
ifted  without  hope  of  remedy  in  mod  of  the 
European  governments,  and  particularly  the 
profufe  and  enormous  expence  at  which  they 
were  fupported,  firft  gave  rife  to  an  opinion, 
that  all  the  valuable  ends  of  government  might 
be  obtained  by  means  much  lefs  burdenfome 
and  oppreflive.  The  American  revolution 
pointed  out  the  mode  by  which  thefe  ideas 
might  be  reduced  to  practice  : And  when  the 
French  revolution  took  place  among  a people 
long  accuftomed  to  lead  the  tafte  and  opinions 
of  the  neighbouring  nations,  it  feemed  as  a 
glorious  light  placed  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
civilized  world,  to  difpel  the  laft  remains  of 
Gothic  darknefs,  and  reveal  to  man  the  true 
principles  of  his  focial  nature.  The  horrors 
which  for  a time  obfcuredits  brightnefs  fcarcely 
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weakened  this  enthufiaftic  feeling.  Finally* 
in  the  war  which  fucceeded,  the  caufe  of 
monarchy  and  republicanifm  was  put  at  once 
to  iftue,  (infatuated  furely  they  were  who 
provoked  the  hazardous  trial)  and  the  triumph 
oi  republicanifm  has  been  complete.  When 
I fay  its  triumph,  I do  not  mean  that  of  its 
principles  in  the  eye  of  lober  judgment,  but 
that  triumph  only  which  arifes  from  the  fplen- 
dour  of  fuccefsful  conteft.  I am  very  far 
from  being  convinced,  that  a pure,  unmixed 
form  of  republican  government,  on  the  whole 
provides  the  beft  for  the  various  .wants  of  fo^ 
ciety.  This  is  a concluficn  which  we  are 
not  warranted  in  forming  from  our  experience 
of  the  paid,  and  which  we  muft  therefore 
leave  to  be  decided  by  the  experience  ef  the 
future.  The  happinefs  of  mankind  is  cer- 
tainly not  promoted  by  great  military  achieve- 
ments } nor  does  it  depend  on  the  talents  or 
inftitutioris  by  which  thefe  are  accomplifhed. 

But  while,  from  a variety  of  caufes,  this 
new  fyftem  da‘ly  extends  its  influence,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  lefs  alarming  in  thefe  than 
in  any  country  where  it  has.  been  propagated, 
if  its  pregrefs  were  guarded  aga;nit  by  a pru- 
dent choice  of  meafures.  In  other  countries, 
if  the  exifting  ftrudture  of  government  be- 
come ruinous,  the  people  have  nothing  at 
home  on  'which  their  affections  may  reft. — 
No  part  of  their  antient  domeftic  fyftem  pre- 
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fcnts  a firm  foundation  for  any  future  edifice. 
They  will  therefore  natural! ;r  turn  their  eyes 
to  that  captivating  model  which  is  now  the 
prevailing  fafhion.  E^ut  we  have  a confuta- 
tion which  has  long  been  an  object  of  venera- 
tion to  the  people  ; it  contains  in  it  too  all  the 
valuable  principles  of  a Republic,  which  re- 
quire only  to  be  unfolded  and  fully  displayed, 
to  appear  in  perfect  vigour.  And  it  feems 
impoffible  that  this  confutation  fhouid  ever 
lofe  the  affedtion  of  the  people  in  general, 
unlefs  the  unchecked  progress  of  corruption, 
vitiating  its  entire  frame,  fhouid  wholly  ob- 
fcure  and  deface  its  native  beauties.  If  our 
government,  inflead  of  being  feared  by  the 
name  of  Republicanism  into  fcarfh  and  re- 
ftridlive  meafures,  which  ferve  but  to  roufe 
and  irritate  its  flurdy  fpirit,  were  frankly  to 
meet  it  half  way,  and  go  along  with  its  wifhes, 
fo  far  as  a regard  to  the  effential  principles  of 
the  conftitutioa  would  admit,  it  would  pro- 
bably take  the  mod  effectual  means  of  damp- 
ing that  ardour,  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
extinyuifh.  The  eafieft  and  leaft  hazardous 
method  of  fecuring  the  monarchy  and  guard- 
ing our  iovereign’s  throne,  would  feem  to 
confift  in  gratifying  the  temper  of  the  times 
with  a voluntary  furrender  of  all  that  furplus 
of  power  and  influence,  which  can  be  fpared 
without  wounding  the  vitals,  or  crippling  any 
of  the  members  of  the  conftitution.  If  it  be 

faid, 


( 26  ) 

faid,  that  when  this  has  been  done,  there 
will  ftiil  be  no  fecurity  for  the  remainder.  I 
aniwer,  that  if  the  current  of  opinion  continue 
to  run  long  and  violently  in  its  prefent  direc- 
tion, it  is  true  it  may  fweep  away  every  trace 
of  our  antient  fyftem ; but,  I fay,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  it  would  not  be  pent  up  by  obftru&ions, 
which  only  make  it  foam  and  fwell  and  rufh 
with  increafed  impetuofity.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, as  feems  more  likely,  a calm  and  tem- 
perate ftate  of  the  public  mind  fhould  quick- 
ly be  the  refult  of  tbefe  concefiions,  and 
time  fhould  demonftrate  the  charms  which 
appeared  fo  fafcinating  on  the  firft  view  of 
the  Republican  form,  to  be  no  more  than  an 
unfubftantial  glare — the  component  parts  of 
the  political  body  remaining  unaltered,  fuch 
of  them  as  fhould  appear  to  have  been  injuri- 
oufly  weakened,  might  again  be  repaired  and 
ftrengthened ; and  the  crown,  if  too  much 
enfeebled  to  fulfil,  with  the  requifite  vigour,, 
the  functions  allotted  to  it,  might  readily  draw 
back,  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the 
people,  fuch  a portion  of  its  former  weight  as 
fhould  be  found  neceffary  to  reftore  the  due 
balance  of  the  conftitution. 

You  then  who  regard  your  own  fafety  and 
the  public  happinels,  who  v/ifh  to  preferve 
the  conftitution  and  uphold  the  throne  of  your 
fovereign,  are  you  not  called  upon  by  all 
thefe  motives  to  come  forward  now,  at  this 

moment 
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moment  of  doubtful  fate,  and  exert  your- 
fclves  to  procure  that  timely  and  tranquil  re- 
form, which  would  be  to  your  country  the 
bleffed  harbinger  of  peace  and  concord  ? — 
Meet  then  fpeedily,  if  yet  it  be  in  your  power 
to  meet,  and  eenfider  well  the  importance  of 
your  refoives.  Already  a movement  of  this 
kind  has  begun  in  the  kingdom,  and  from 
tome  parts  of  it  the  wifhes  of  the  people  have 
been  conveyed  to  the  throne ; but  as  yet  it 
has  been  too  partial  and  languid  to  be  attend- 
• ed  with  any  effect.  If  you  would  compel  the 
obftinacy  of  your  government  to  yield,  a com- 
mon fentiment,  approaching  to  unanimity, 
muft  afruate  you.  You  ha^e  now  a point 
round  which  to  colledt  your  ftrength — Adopt 
the  plan  of  reform  propofed  by  Mr.  Ponfon- 
by. — What  though  it  may  not  exactly  accord 
with  the  opinion  of  this  or  that  individual : — 
No  plan  of  reform  can  pofiibly  be  adopted,  if 
every  objection  to  it  muft  firft  be  removed. 
That  which  has  been  fubmitted  to  parliament 
is  the  work  of  virtuous  and  able  men,  and 
muft  furely  be  well  deferving  your  fupport.— * 
Confider  the  exigency  of  the  time.  The  pre- 
fent  otjedt  is  not  fo  much  to  make  your  con- 
ftitution  perfect  in  its  theory,  as  to  reftore  to 
it  the  attache. ent  of  the  people.  When  this 
great  purpofe  has  been  effected,  any  modifi- 
cations or  alterations,  which  may  be  further 
requifite,  can  be  digefted  at  leiiure.  Rejedfc 
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then  the  idea  that  this  is  an  improper  feafbr* 
for  reform  : — and  it  you  are  convinced  that  it 
is  a meafure  intrinfically  good,  think  how 
much  better  ftill  it  muft  be  when  effedts  fo 
important  are  depending  on  it — when  it  is 
called  for  to  compofe  the  diftradtions,  and  heal 
the  wounds  of  the  country. 

Carry  then  your  petitions  to  your  fovereign. 
Entreat  him  to  recommend  to  his  parliament 
to  purfue  the  advice  of  thofe  few  faithful  re- 
prefentatives,  who  have  hitherto  ftruggied  in- 
effedtually  to  check  the  rafhnefs  of  his  mini- 
fters.  Should  you  be  difturbed  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  this  undoubted  right,  which  from 
fome  recent  adts  may  poffibly  be  apprehend- 
ed, then  indeed  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  refource 
you  have  left.  If  the  government,  under  pre- 
tence of  putting  down  a fecret  confpiracy, 
fhould  violate  your  lawful,  open,  peaceable 
focieties  ; — li  you  are  to  be  told,  you  fhail  not 
calmly  deliberate  on  the  means  of  faving  your- 
felves  from  the  evils  which  furround  you  j — 
if  a military  force  is  to  fcatter  you  like  fome 
lawlefs  rabble — then  is  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try fallen  and  low  indeed.  But  if  you  be  firm 
and  temperate,  furely  a proceeding  fo  out- 
rageous cannot  be  attempted.  It  is  difficult 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  mod  facred  rights  of  fo- 
ciety  fhould  be  thus  facrilegioufly  trampled 
on,  by  the  perlons  of  all  others  mod  bound 
to  protedt  them. 


But 
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But  we  hear  the  indignant  exclamation— 
What ! are  we  to  concede  to  traitors  in  arms  ? 
Admitting  it  to  be  a conceffion  to  traitors, 

I doubt  whether  there  be  not  found  wifdom 
and  true  dignity  in  conceding  a popular  and 
juft  meafure,  which,  while  it  is  with-held  by 
the  legiflature,  may  tempt  the  people  to  look 
with  a too  partial  eye  on  the  treafon  which 
promifes  it.  But  when  they  afk,  are  we  to 
concede  to  traitors  ? I would  fay,  no  ; but  let 
them  concede  to  you . Whatever  traitors  may 
lurk  in  the  community,  it  is  allowed  that  par- 
liamentary reform  is  not  their  real  objedt.  To 
them  a mild  and  temperate  meafure  of  that 
kind  would  not  be  grateful  conceffion ; it 
would  be  rather  a difappointment : it  would 
crufh,  probably  for  ever,  their  rafti  and  vi- 
fionary  expectations.  Let  the  conceffion  then 
be  to  you,  who  form  no  fecret  plans  of  rebel- 
lion. You  who  have  taken  up  arms,  not  to 
pull  down,  but  to  fupport  the  government, 
may  furely  with  reafon  expe<ft  fome  attention 
to  be  paid  to  your  wiffies.  When  you  are 
called  on  to  fight  the  battles  of  that  govern- 
ment, it  is  right  you  fhould  know  w'ell,  whe- 
ther you  are  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  conftitu- 
tional  liberty,  or  aiding  in  its  overthrow. 

1 confefs  I feel  no  little  aftonifhment,  when 
I obferve  how  much  zeal  is  exhibited  in 
guarding  againft  one  danger,  and  how  little 
in  guarding  againft  another  equally  imminent. 

When 
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When  I fee  Iriih  gentlemen  prefling  into  the 
fervice  of  an  Engiifh  minifter,  and  forgetful 
of  the  fervice  they  owe  to  Ireland.  That 
they  fhould  arm  to  defend  their  country  from 
foreign  invafion,  is  fuitable  to  their  gallant 
fpirit : — ^-That  they  fhould  arm  to  protedt  its 
internal  peace,  is  becoming  good  citizens : — 
But  that  they  fhould  overlook,  in  the  agita- 
tion of  a temporary  alarm,  the  lafting  inte- 
refts  and  deareft  rights  of  an  independent  na- 
tion : — That  they  fhould  exprefs  no  wifh, 
fpeak  not  one  word  for  the  fecurity  of  Irifh 
liberty,  while  they  range  themfelves  under 
the  ftandard  of  minifters,  whofe  attachment 
to  it  may  well  be  lufpedted,  appears  altoge- 
ther lamentable  and  furprizing.  Can  they, 
while  adting  thus,  experience  thofe  pure  un- 
mixed fenfations  of  generous  pride,  which 
animate  and  exalt  the  freeman,  when  he  en- 
ters the  ranks  of  his  countrymen  to  protect 
his  country's  rights  ? Do  no  gloomy  appre- 
henfions  at  times  come  acrofs  their  view  and 
damp  their  exertions  ? Do  they  never  feel  fuf- 
picious  of  their  caufe  and  diffatisfied  with 
themfelves  ? When  they  have  been  led  on 
ftep  by  ftep,  till  they  are  involved  in  an  un- 
natural and  odious  contefl ; when  they  have 
been  made  the  inftruments  for  fubduing  the 
ftrength  and  humbling  the  fpirit  of  the  people, 
what  means  will  they  have  left  of  protecting 
themfelves  againft  that  authority  they  will 

have 
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have  raifed  above  controul  ? Will  their  fer- 
vices  then  obtain  from  the  gratitude  of  their 
rulers,  thofe  fecurities  for  their  conflitutional 
liberty,  of  which  they  are  now  fo  unmindful  ? 
Or  may  they  not  rather  expeCt  from  minifters 
this  anfwer  to  their  feeble  remonftrances— 
You  have  made  enemies  of  the  people,  and 
you  muft  now  be  flaves  to  us  ? 

It  would  affuredly  be  wife  in  us  all  to  car- 
ry our  thoughts  beyond  the  difficulties  of  the 
prefent  anxious  moment ; to  take  into  our 
view  the  future  profpedls  of  this  country,  and 
endeavour  to  fee  how  they  may  be  affected  by 
the  events  which  are  paffing  and  approaching. 

Should  the  fcrong  meafures  to  which  go- 
vernment have  reforted  faii  of  fuccefs  ; fhould 
they  by  the  irritation  they  caufe,  promote  ra- 
ther than  counteract  the  fecret  plans  of  the 
difaffeCted  ; and  fhould  thefe,  acquiring  daily 
frefli  numbers  and  confidence,  at  length  dare 
in  open  combat  the  firength  of  government 
and  fucceed  in  fubverting  it,  there  is  but  little 
occafion  to  point  to  the  confequences  which 
would  probably  follow.  Few  of  us  feem 
blind  to  the  effedrs  of  democratic  fury ; when 
maddened  with  oppofition,  it  has  burft  thro* 
every  restraint.  Life,  property,  law,  mora- 
lity, would  be  fwept  before  it;  and  the  next 
age,  perhaps,  might  fee  fome  fair  edifice  of 
liberty  ereCled,  but  it  would  rife  cut  of  the 
fmoking  ruins  of  the  prefent. 


On 


( 32  ) 

On  the  other  hand,  fhould  the  government, 
obftinately  reje&ing  every  conciliatory  meafure, 
fucceed  in  eftablifhing  their  authority  by  the 
mere  force  of  military  coercion ; is  the  profpedt 
much  more  confoling?  The  means  made  ufe 
of  to  compel  fubmiffioii  now,  muft  be  conti- 
nued to  enfiire  it  hereafter ; and  a government 
of  force,  of  foreign  force,  muft  henceforth  be 
the  government  of  Ireland.  Adieu  then  to  re- 
fpe<ft  and  confequence  abroad.— Adieu  to  con- 
fidence and  union  at  home. — Adieu  to  national 
independence  and  national  pride.  We  fhall  in- 
deed efcape  the  hurricane,  but  it  will  be  only 
by  fhrinking  into  a mean  obfcurity.  Divided 
among  ourfelves,  and  mutually  hating  one  ano- 
ther, the  upper  ranks  will  fink  as  formerly,  in- 
to a vile  dependence  on  England,  bearing  eve- 
ry contumely,  and  fcarcely  daring  to  murmur, 
thro’  fear  of  blowing  again  the  fmothered  em- 
bers of  popular  fury.  Endlefs  difcontents  and 
rankling  jealoufies  will  corrode  the  whole  fo- 
cial  fyftem ; and  the  inward  malady,  burfting 
out  on  every  opportunity  into  open  tumult  and 
fedition,  will  not  permit  us  even  the  undif- 
turbed  enjoyment  of  an  ignominious  repofe.* — 
Unhappy  country  ! whofe  citizens  will  regard 
each  other  as  the  worft  of  enemies.  Thus  waft- 
ing her  internal  ftrength,  and  torn  by  perpe- 
tual difcord,  a century  may  elapfe  before  Ire- 
land again  fhall  lift  her  head,  or  be  worthy 
the  name  of  a people. 


Between 
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Between  thefe  two  extremes,  both  equally 
alarming,  the  wife,  fate  and  honourable  path 
prefents  itfelf,  opening  to  us  a profpeCt,  fair, 
gratifying  and  glorious.  Here  let  the  tempe- 
rate and  independent  part  of  the  community 
hold  on  their  courfe,  with  deliberate  and  firm 
itep,  moderating  the  headlong  violence  of  thefe 
who  would  ruili  on  either  danger.  Let  every 
honed:  effort  be  made  to  flop  the  further  effu- 
fion  of  blood.  Let  every  thing  reafonable  be 
conceded  to  the  wifhes  of  the  people,  and  let 
force  only  begin,  where  juft  conceilion  ends. 
I will  not  fay  that  a perfect  unanimity  of  fen- 
timent  throughout  the  kingdom  would  be  the 
refult  of  fuch  a wife,  humane  and  dignified 
conduct.  There  never  exifted  a numerous 
fociety,  in  which  confiderable  difference  of 
opinion  did  not  prevail : But  I am  fure  much 

the  greater  part  of  the  people  would  embrace 
with  fincere  and  grateful  joy,  the  terms  of  re- 
conciliation. Though  many  may  have  been 
allured  by  ideal  forms,  while  the  good  that  is 
(olid  and  practicable  has  been  withheld,  yet, 
when  they  are  poffefied  of  the  latter  without 
a ftruggle,  they  will  never  feek  to  realize  the 
former  through  a fanguinary,  and  probably 
hopelefs,  conteft.  A few  more  turbulent  fpi- 
rits  might  inwardly  repine  at  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  their  daring  projects,  but  they  would 
be  forced  to  acquiefce  filently  in  the  general 
fentiment.  Perhaps  for  a little  time,  feme  of 
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the  moil  profligate  of  that  unthinking  multi- 
tude who  have  broke  through  the  restraints  of 
law,  might  continue  a fyftem  of  devastation 
and  outrage ; but  the  ordinary  means  of  legal 
controul,  aided  by  the  vigilant  exertions  of  all 
the  intelligent  part  of  the  community, — would 
quickly  re-eftablilh  peace  and  Security.  Then 
would  confidence,  induftry  and  happinefs  re- 
vive. Then  would  Irifhmen  be  feen  united, 
not  again! — but  in  Support  of  the  conftitu- 
tion. — The  foundation  of  an  undiflembling, 
cordial  attachment  between  the  various  clafles 
of  the  people,  a bleffing  long  unknown  to  this 
country,  would  be  firmly  laid.  At  home  we 
Should  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a daily  encreafing 
profperity  ; abroad  we  Should  be  refpedted  as 
a great  and  flourishing  member  of  a Slill  mighty 
empire.  Mild  and  equal  laws  would  allure  to 
eve  y man  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  his 
rights.  A tree  and  popular  constitution  would 
form  the  indilTolubie  knot  of  our  Social  union, 
—what  could  be  defired  more  ? 

If  we  are  led  to  thefe  conclufions  by  a view 
only  of  our  internal  State,  how  are  they 
Strengthened  when  we  take  into  confideration 
the  danger  which  threatens  from  without  ! Is 
this  diStradted  country  in  a Situation  to  repel  the 
invafion  of  an  intrepid,  powerful  and  adtive 
enemy  ? Is  it  not  infatuation  approaching  to 
madnefs,  at  a time  when  union  ought  to  be 
pur  chafed  aimoft  at  any  price,  to  rejedt  it  when 
it  can  be  had  So  cheaply  ? Look  to  what 
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France  has  done  elfewhere,  and  judge  what 
fhe  may  do  here.  Do  we  imagine  that  the 
youthful  vigour  of  a* new-born  people  can  be 
refilled  by  the  nervelefs  exertions  of  a tottering 
government?  For  this  purpofe  the  braved 
and  mod  powerful  armies  are  fcarcely  fuffici- 
ent.  Nothing  fhort  of  a united  people  can 
afford  us  full  fecurity.  The  Republican  ener- 
gy of  France,  mud  be  met,  if  met  fuccefs- 
fully,  by  republican  energy  here.  When  I 
fay,  republican,  I mean  nothing  difrefpectful 
to  our  monarchy  or  fovereign.  To  acquire 
French  enthufiafm,  there  is  no  occafion  that 
we  fhould  adopt  French  plans  of  government. 
We  have,  as  I mentioned  before,  in  our  own 
conditution,  a true  republican  principle.  Tt 
is  languid,  but  not  extinct.  It  will  be  eafy  to 
revive  and  give  it  full  activity.  The  political 
frame  is  folid  and  *vell  proportioned  : it  re- 
quires only  to  be  invigorated  and  braced  anew. 
We  have  no  need  of  a revolution.  Or  if  fo 
great  and  aufpicious  a change  might  well  be 
termed  a revolution  ; it  would  be  fuch  as  that 
of  much  injured  Poland,  defcribed  by  Mr. 
Burke,  a revolution  in  which  “ not  one  man 
incurred  lofs,  or  differed  degradation.  All 
from  the  King  to  the  day  labourer  were  im- 
proved in  their  condition.  Every  thing  was 
kept  in  its  place  and  order  ; but  in  that  place 
and  order  every  thing  was  bettered.’ * 
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